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Optima® aadius/ciange 
Mission 

Tate off weight 

345,000 

(pounds) \ 

Semb lead \ 

10,000 

(pound#)* \ 

Combat radio® \ 

2,000 

(H mile#) \ 

combat range \ 

5,100 

miles) \ 

Target altitude \ 

(feet) \ 

43,100 

Maximus targets \ 

481 

•peed (knots) \ 



Estimated optimum niesioa perf©r»aaces with 10,000 lb. 
boob loads (mul ti-aegatoa weapon®) are smeh that without 
utilizing forward staging base® (Chukotski) and range* 
•sltscl^ techniques e.g. la-flight refuel lag or oee-way 
missions, the Type 37 represent® a striking power still 
generally oriented toward Europe, Asia, and peripheral 


area®. Thus, the full measure of threat posed by the 








Type 3? depends upoa 


a. ta m yet »ade»>astr»t@d Inflight refeel leg 
capability requiring 18 smiths to 3 years to 
develop and 

b. a Soviet decision to expend in 1957 ell 50 ©etissated 
opera t local Type 17 aircraft on mission© with the 
expectation that only half eight reach assigned 

targets . 

III, : In, the aggregate, the aid-1057 picture would appear to he 
one in which the TU-4 would still figure prominently, 
with the Type IS a strong element of strength against 
Eurasia a and peripheral targets, and the Type 17 just 
coming into significant quantity. Given Soviet nuclear 
capabilities, this Is a serious and formidable picture, 
but it is not particularly alarming with respect to the 
continental OS. However, elth series Type 37 production, 
operational staging Maes, and an effective in-flight 
refuel lag eye tee, the threat increases sharply becoming 
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By decreasing the tomb load from tea thousand to three 
thousand pounds mud increasing the- fuel load accordingly , the 
co* oat radins/range of the Type 37 say he ex tended slightly* 

However, nuclear ordnance weighing 3,000 lb* would he a 
marginal ly acceptable strategic weapon* If effectively constructed, 
a 3,000 lb. weapon could yield an energy equivalent of approx- 
imately S0ST— the yield of the Nagasaki bomb. By extravagant , 
inefficient mm of nuclear material this yield could be boosted, 
inch uneconomical use of nuclear material appears unlikely as 
the Soviet stockpile of nuclear material ia 1057 will still be 
relatively modest* 
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